
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MANLY WEST PRIMARY  SCHOOL 
Griffiths Street, Balgowlah. NSW 2093 

       T: 9948-2257    E:manlywest-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au  

  

YEAR 4 NEWSLETTER 

Term 4 

17th October 2022 

Dear Parent/Caregiver, 

We hope you had a restful break and are ready for a busy term ahead. 

We are looking forward to the exciting lessons and activities we have 

planned for this term. 

 

Arrival and dismissal 

Every morning, Year 4 will continue to line up under the COLA outside the 

Hall. Please could they place their bags in their lines outside the hall. 

They are not to enter their classrooms until school starts.  

At 3:20pm, students leave the school grounds independently to meet 

their parents or make their way home. If a child remains at school at 

3:30pm, they are directed to the office to call or wait for parents.  

 

Absences 

Please remember to send a note to the class teacher or email the school 
to explain student absences.  

 

Emails 

Please allow a couple of days for teachers to respond to any 
communication received.  

 

Stationery 

Please remind your child to check they have all necessary equipment, as at 
this point in the year supplies of pencils etc can start to get low. Please 
remind your child to check they have all necessary equipment in their 
pencil cases. 

 

MWPS Strategic Direction 1 – Reading 

As part of our commitment for all students to become engaged, fluent and 
lifelong readers, we are continuing our focus on explicit reading strategies 
K-6.  Through our professional development this year, we have been 
focusing on building each child’s fluency through research-based 
strategies. We support our classroom programs with rich literature across 
the curriculum to ensure students are exposed to and use both within their 
oral and written language. Students are supported with activities to 
understand topic vocabulary to ensure deep comprehension is achieved. 
We encourage every child to read aloud to an adult everyday as well as 
build their love of literature through listening to rich texts at home. This 
year, we celebrated a vast increase in students who participated in the 
State wide Premier’s Reading Challenge, from 10% to 60%. 
Congratulations to all who participated! For further activities and 
strategies to support your child at home in reading and many other areas, 
please use the website from the Department of Education: 
https://education.nsw.gov.au/teaching-and-learning/learning-from-
home/learning-at-home  

 

Term 4 Diary Dates 

10thOct Students & staff return  

10th–21st Oct Yr 2 Swim School 

10th-14th Oct Yr 5 Check In  
Assessments 

14th Oct Summer PSSA continues  

17th- 28th Oct Yr 3 & Yr 4 Check In 
Assessments 

18th Oct Yr 5 Leadership Day  

24th- 26th Oct Yr 5 Great Aussie 
Bush Camp 

26th Oct Yr 1 Coastal 
Environment Excursion (some 
classes) 

26th Oct 2023 Kinder Information 
Evening 6pm Webinar 

27th Oct Yr 1 Kitchen Garden 

28th Oct World Teachers’ Day 

31st Oct 2023 Kinder Orientation 
Day 1 

31st Oct Yr 4 Maritime Museum 
(some classes) 

3rd Nov Yr 1 Coastal Environment 
Excursion (some classes) 

3rd Nov Yr 4 Maritime Museum 
Excursion (some classes) 

3rd Nov Yr 5 Leadership and 
Resilience Talk 11:40am 

7th Nov K-2 Sports Carnival 

8th Nov Yr 3 Maritime Museum 
Excursion (some classes) 

9th Nov Yr 3 Maritime Museum 
Excursion (some classes) 

9th Nov Yr 2 Band testing for 
2023 

9th Nov 2023 Kinder Orientation 
Day 2 

10th Nov Pedlars Parade K-6 

14th Nov 2023 Band Information 
Evening  

 Continued next page 
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Term 4 Diary Dates 

Continued from previous page 

16th Nov Interrelate Evening Yrs    
3-6 students and parents 

16th Nov K to Year 1 Transition 
Webinar for parents 

16th Nov Performance Band    
excursion to Cinderella 

17th Nov Yr 6 Graduation Night 

18th Nov Yr 2 Blow Test for Band 

18th Nov P&C Centenary Cocktail        
Centenary Evening 

18th Nov Summer PSSA Semi Finals 

22nd- 23rd Nov Auditions for 
Training, Intermediate and Concert 
Bands 

23rd Nov Yr 2 to 3 Transition  5pm 
Webinar for parents 

25th Nov Summer PSSA Finals 

29th Nov Yr 6 Orientation for 
Mackellar Girls and Balgowlah Boys 

1st Dec Yrs 5 & 6 Presentation 
Assembly 

1st Dec Yrs 3 & 4 Presentation 
Assembly 

5th Dec Yrs 1 & 2 Presentation 
Assembly 

6th Dec Kindy Graduation   
Assembly 

7th Dec Band Christmas Concert 

8th Dec Band instrument return 

8th Dec Semester 2 Reports sent 
home 

12th – 13th Dec Yr 6 Great Aussie 
Bush Camp 

13th Dec K-2 Disco 

13th Dec Yrs 3-5 Movie/Picnic End 
of Year excursion 

14th Dec Yrs 3-4 Talent Quest 

14th Dec Yr 2 Talent Quest 

15th Dec Yrs 5-6 Talent Quest 

15th Dec Clap out for Yr 6 and 
leaving students 

16th Dec Last day for students 

  

 

  

Strategic Direction 2 – Assessment Capable Learners 

As part of our commitment for all students to become assessment 
capable, we are continuing to support students to identify and utilise 
Learning Intentions, Success Criteria and descriptive feedback to improve 
their learning. We continually develop our teachers through professional 
learning to use these approaches from Professor John Hattie and Dr Lyn 
Sharratt’s research The Novice to Master approach with Writing allows 
students to use each component of Writing within a rubric to initiate, 
guide and improve their learning, encouraging students to reflect and 
assess their own work. 

Mathematics 

During Numeracy lessons, students will be participating in differentiated 
activities which develop their skills in the strands of Number and Algebra, 
Measurement and Geometry and Statistics and Probability. Our teachers 
have worked collaboratively to program a variety of activities based on 
the NSW Mathematics syllabus where mathematical strategies have 
been sequenced over the course of the year. Teachers will be guiding 
students to think critically and creatively within set tasks and scaffold 
their ability to explain their thinking and how they achieved an answer.  
This term, we will be specifically focusing on Fractions and Decimals. We 
will also be covering Volume, Capacity Mass and Position.   

English 

During Literacy, students will be participating in speaking and listening 
activities, reading and comprehension, as well as a variety of writing 
activities which are based on the NSW English syllabus. In Writing, 
students will be focusing on writing informative texts to inform an 
intended audience. Students will continue to be taught using  the Novice 
to Master approach which enables them to become confident 
assessment capable learners. Here is a part of the rubric which will be 
used this term. 

 

 

 

Students will apply the strategies they have been taught in Super Six 
Reading lessons to comprehend a variety of texts. They will also take part 
in Literacy Group Rotations where they will be focusing on Fluency, 
Vocabulary and Comprehension. Spelling will be taught within writing 
and we will continue our Soundwaves program. 



 

History 

During this semester, we will explore the topic ‘First Contacts.’ This topic introduces world history and the movements of 
peoples. Beginning with the history of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples, students examine European exploration 
and colonisation in Australia and throughout the world up to the early 1800s. Students study the impact of exploration on 
other societies, how these societies interacted with  newcomers, and how these experiences contributed to their cultural 
diversity. Students will be attending an excursion to the Maritime Museum. Please can you complete the online permission 
note for this excursion which was emailed to you. 

 

Science and Technology 

This Semester, Year 4 will be continuing to participate integrated Science lessons in the Kitchen Garden where they will 
participate in gardening and sustainability teaching and learning activities. Students will engage in a unit called ‘Material 
World’ which focuses on sustainability. Please ensure your child has a hat to wear during Kitchen Garden classes. 

In Technology lessons, students will continue to improve their typing skills by using the Typing Tournament Program. They 
will also use this time to publish pieces of writing and complete various activities to deepen their understanding of their 
History topic.  

 

Creative Arts 

During the semester, students in Year 4 will be participating in Visual Arts. Our Visual Arts unit will incorporate links to our      
History Unit, students will use a variety of media to create various artworks. Students will participate in Huckaback and learn 
how to create a variety of stitches. Dance will continue from Week 5 onwards with our dance teacher Amber Kriletich.  

 

PDHPE 

Students will continue to participate in the Smiling Mind Program which teaches mindfulness. They will also be completing 
Child Protection lessons. Please contact your child’s teacher if you would not like your child to participate in these lessons.  

Grade Sport will be on Tuesdays, please can students wear sport uniforms every Tuesday. On Friday students will continue 
to participate in either PSSA or School Sport so sport uniforms needs to be worn on Fridays too. Please can students wear 
sports uniforms on the same days as last term. 

 

Library 

In Library this term, Year 4 will look at sources and the importance of selecting reliable sources. They will read texts relating 
to our History topic and use critical and creative thinking skills to make connections, analyse meaning and identify author's 
purpose. Shared reading of high-quality stories will continue to develop and nurture the children's love of reading and 
learning through literature.  

 

Homework 

Homework will begin in Week 2. Please could students hand in their homework every Monday this consists of a completed 
reading log, Maths Mentals, Spelling Activity and online activities. Please encourage your children to do their typing 
homework as they will need to be able to navigate the keyboard for important assessments such as NAPLAN. There will be a 
homework grid which needs to be checked and signed by parents each week. There will also be a spelling activity which needs 
to be completed in the Homework book. Homework will also continue to be posted on Google Classroom.  We still encourage 
students to read daily for at least 20 minutes and complete their reading logs.  

 

We look forward to a busy and exciting term ahead. 

 

Year 4 Teachers,           

Catherine Jones & Lara Richards  (4J), Christy McMaster (4M), Liz Cotty & Kimbyl Mann (4C) 

Steve Byrne (4B) and  Kim FitzGerald (4F)  

 



 

 

 

 

 


