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Principal’s Message

Diary Dates:
Thursday 18th Feb Prefect Photos
Monday 22nd Feb Year 5 and 6 Information evenings –see below.
Tuesday 23rd Feb at 5.30pm Year 3L in 3L classroom.
Year 5 and 6 Students
There are a number of Open Days for High Schools this term. Please try
to take up the opportunities to visit to support a successful transition for
your child. The High School talk at 5pm on Monday 22nd February in the
hall will be presented by Mrs Christine Del Gallo from NBSC Mackellar
Girls Campus and Mr Paul Sheather from NBSC Balgowlah Boys Campus.
The Parent Information Evening will then be presented by classroom
teachers in their classrooms at 5.45pm.
Please see the notice on Page 5 for opportunities for High Potential and Gifted Students through the Academic
Placement tests for Year 7 2022. These applications will close this Friday 19 th Feb.
Years 3 and 4 students
Thank you to all the parents who attended the Year 3 and 4 Information Evening last night. Mrs Johnson and
Mrs Jones are leading the Year 3 and 4 grades. There will be a new Creative and Critical Thinking initiative led
by Mrs Sara Lind this semester.
Visible Learning/Assessment Capable Students
Visible Learning is used in all classrooms K-6. Visible Learning gives students opportunities and strategies to
articulate their learning. Teachers use Learning Intentions, Success Criteria and give feedback to students so
that our students know what they are learning, where they are going next and what steps they need to do to
reach the next level.
Visible Learners can become assessment capable students when they:
Articulate what they are learning.
Explain the next steps in their learning.
Set learning goals.
See errors as opportunities for further learning.
Know what to do when they are challenged.
Seek feedback from teachers and peers.
Sound Waves
At Manly West, we utilise the Sound Waves spelling program across our school in Years 1-6. Throughout this
program, students work through the 44 phonemes of our Australian English with all students learning the
same sound each week.
The spelling progresses in difficulty as a student's knowledge deepens from Years 1 to 6. Each sound that a
word is made up of however, can be spelled very differently. Sound Waves teaches letter-sound
correspondence in a systematic and structured way by developing students' knowledge of how letters or
clusters of letters represent the sounds of speech. For example, when we say the long 'e' sound, it can be
spelled in various ways such as: e, e_e, ee, ea, y, ie, ei . Throughout the program, students progress from
simple/common spelling combinations such as using the long 'e' sound in flee, dream, evening, these, to
more complex spelling such as accompany, mischief, diesel, conceive, deceit. Students learn that although
words have the same sound, they are often spelled very differently. We encourage students to use their
spelling knowledge of letter-sound combinations to progress their spelling.
Did you know?
- In our Australian English, we have 44 phonemes (sounds) with 24 consonant sounds and 20 vowel sounds.
- Sounds can vary based on dialect
- Only 4 words in Australian English cannot be decoded by sounds.
(Source: Five from Five)
Minimising the risk of COVID-19 in schools
Parents and carers are reminded not to send children to school if they are unwell, even
if they have the mildest flu-like symptoms, in accordance with advice from NSW
Health.
NSW Health requires schools to exclude students with even mild symptoms of COVID19 and encourage immediate testing. Students need to
provide a copy of a negative COVID-19 test result and be
symptom-free before being permitted to return to school.
Find more information about COVID-19 symptoms here.
Student News
Congratulations to Azzurra Ottaviani 4Z and Willow Conway 6S who successfully
auditioned into the Sydney North Region Dance Ensemble. We hope you enjoy
your time in the group!
Mrs Julie Organ
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From the Deputy’s Desk
Photos
Reminder: Kindergarten students and students new to Manly West will have their individual portraits taken next
Thursday the 25th of February.
These will be available for purchase along with class photos later in the term. Photo envelopes will be sent
home on Monday the 8th of March.
Summer PSSA Sport and Home Sport
Summer PSSA and Summer Home Sport will start this Friday 19th February.
Positive Behaviour for Learning
We always encourage our students to have high expections. At Manly West, our expectations are Respect,
Responsibility and Aspire. Teachers refer to these expectations in the classroom, the playground and specific
areas. Having a discussion about these with your child encourages these at home as well.

Parenting podcasts
Looking for something to listen to in the car, on the bus or whilst out for walk?
The Department of Education have a list of suggested parenting podcasts that may be of interest.

Mrs Amber Fuller
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From the Deputy’s Desk
Safety Alert
For Child Protection reasons, we ask that parents and carers do not
enter the children’s toilets. Should your child require assistance,
please use the toilets in the Main Office block.
Playground Equipment
The playground equipment is currently open only during class time
with teacher supervision. Teachers ensure that children sanitise
before and after using the equipment. We ask that parents do not
allow their children to play on the equipment before or after school.
Unfortunately, there have been a couple of accidents during these
periods.
Birthday Treats
Currently we are not permitting birthday treats and sharing of food.
This includes treats from home, the school or the canteen. This
policy is in place until further notice due to COVID-19 guidelines.
Kindergarten Introduction to the Canteen
Kindergarten children will have their special introduction to the
canteen in the first week of March. After this visit, they may start
using the canteen.
Literacy Groups in Action
Kindergarten students rotate in groups implementing the five
aspects of Literacy. Pictured right are proud Kindergarten students
dazzling us with their knowledge of phonemic awareness.
Medical Needs
Please ensure the school is aware of any medical needs your child may have. It is the
responsibility of parents to provide updated health plans, action plans and medicine to the
school and this is tied to your child’s enrolment. Please note, Anaphylaxis Action Plans need
to be in colour, on the most recent form provided by ASCIA (currently 2020), dated
2020/2021 by a doctor and include a colour photo of your child.
Thank you to parents who have already visited the office with an updated Health Plan and
Action Plan this year. Please also ensure that your child’s medication is current.
If you have not yet visited the office to provide your child’s health care plan, action plan and check that their
medication is current, please do so as soon as possible. Some forms were sent home at the end of 2020, as they
were due to expire.
Please also note, should you wish the school to administer medication at school you are required to complete
the following form.
https://manlywest-p.schools.nsw.gov.au/content/dam/doe/sws/schools/m/manlywest-p/localcontent/
parentrequest_formedication2018.pdf
At times, parents request that medication is carried with their child and is self-administered. This is arranged
with Principal approval. If you would like the Principal to consider this request, please complete the above form.
All these forms are available on our school website under the ‘Supporting our Students’ tab –‘Student Health
and Safety’.
https://manlywest-p.schools.nsw.gov.au/supporting-our-students/student-health-and-safety.html
Health Care Plan link:
https://manlywest-p.schools.nsw.gov.au/content/dam/doe/sws/schools/m/manlywest-p/
localcontent/ind_health_plan_master.pdf
Anaphylaxis Action Plan link:
https://manlywest-p.schools.nsw.gov.au/content/dam/doe/sws/schools/m/manlywest-p/schoolnotes/ASCIA_Action_Plan_Anaphylaxis_2020.pdf
Mild to Moderate Allergy Action Plan link:
https://manlywest-p.schools.nsw.gov.au/content/dam/doe/sws/schools/m/manlywest-p/school-notes/2020/
ASCIA_Allergy_Action_Plan_2020.pdf
Asthma Care Plan link:
https://asthma.org.au/wp-content/uploads/About_Asthma/Schools/AACPED2018-Care-Plan-for-SchoolsA4_2019.pdf
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A reminder regarding Arrival and Dismissal
Parents and carers of Kindergarten students may accompany their child onto school grounds. Students in Years
1-6 enter the grounds independently. We ask that parents say goodbye at the gate. In line with COVID
Guidelines, we ask that all parents leave the grounds / pathways bordering the school promptly.
Dismissal
3:10
Years 4 – 6 leave the grounds independently.
3:15
Year 2 leave the grounds from the grass at the front of school, Griffiths Street.
3:15
Year 1 leaves the grounds via the Boyle St Driveway.
1S and 1T are dismissed from the fenced area in the bush garden behind Boyle St block.
1C, 1P and 1H are dismissed from the Boyle St Driveway.
3:20 Year 3 leave the school independently.
3:20 Kindergarten are dismissed on grounds.
KO and KY near the ‘Big Tree’
KB, KG, KP and KR from the lower basketball court.
For safety reasons, we prefer Kindergarten students to be collected by an adult on grounds. If you wish an older
sibling to collect your child and meet you or an after school care provider off site, please indicate this in writing
to your child’s class teacher.
Students who attend BASC or Band (Years 3-6) stay in the care of their teachers until 3:20.
Assemblies
Assembly starts next week. If your child has 4 Expectation Cards to receive an Expectation Certificate or 3
Expectation Certificates and 2 Merit certificates to receive a banner, please take these to:
Mrs Amber Fuller –Years 3-6
Mrs Wendy Mwanga – Kindergarten, Year 1 & Year 2
Primary Assembly takes place alternate Thursdays starting at 2:20.
The Year One and Two Assembly occurs weekly on Fridays at 12:30. Kindergarten students will join this
assembly next term.
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Dance Auditions @ Manly West 2021.

The process of Dance auditions will commence this week (Week Four) and in Week Five. An EOI was recorded at
lunch on Monday this week. The actual group will be announced in Week Five after auditions.
Due to Covid-19 the Regional Dance Festival will look very different this year. The festival is only accepting two
dance groups from each school, with a new maximum number of 20 students per group. Every group member
who performs in the festival will pay a fee of $20 (additional costuming and bus costs are not included in this).
Each group will perform only twice at the Glen Street Theatre, one performance will be live and the other will be
on video.
There will be a Senior Girls Groups, which will be open for girls from only Year 5 & 6 and a Boys Group in which
boys from Years 5-6 (initially) are invited to audition.
We are also considering having a Junior Group, which will hopefully perform at the Manly West School Expo, in
late Term Two.
The Dance committee and I are looking forward to seeing all the talented and interested dancers at the
auditions. All students are responsible for listening to the time and locations for each audition. No special
footwear is required.
Becky Wilson
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Kitchen Garden News
In the Kitchen Garden this week…
Year 3
Year 3 are learning how to make compost this week. They will
be building layers of green waste (any fruit or vegetable scrap)
and brown waste (ripped up cardboard, newspaper and coffee
husks).
Year 3 are also tasting kale chips from kale grown in the garden.
Waste-free Wednesdays will start Term 2
Here are some lunch ideas from the SAKG Foundation that can be prepared in
advance and frozen for school day lunches.
https://www.kitchengardenfoundation.org.au/top-ten-tasty-tips-for-dairy-inlunchboxes
There are also lots of good ideas in our own Manly West Kitchen Garden
cookbook Thrive, available via Flexischools, only $30.
Composting and worm farming course
To help you on your waste reduction journey, learn how to compost or worm farm in this
course at Kimbriki Ecohouse.
Saturday 31st July, 1pm-3pm – Composting and Worms Family Workshop NB Residents
only – $50 per family
https://kimbriki.com.au/eco-house-and-garden/learn/
Volunteer to help
Please sign up to help look after our beautiful Kitchen Garden. We always need volunteers
to help water the garden and turn the compost.
https://www.manlywestpandc.org.au/kitchen-garden
If you would like to bring kitchen scraps to school to add to the school compost bins you
must be signed up at least twice per term.
Regards,
Angie Penn and Beth Dowdle

Library News
Almost all Kindergarten classes have visited the library and soon they
will get to bring home a book to read and share with their families!
Please ensure your child has a bag to use so the books are protected
from dripping water bottles, sticky lunchboxes, smashed fruit and
other foods. It can be a Manly West one from the Uniform Shop or a
different one that is large and sturdy enough to hold a picture book.
The Library Bag Contest has begun for those in Years 1 and 2, so
remember to bring your library bags in to help your class win it!
Stage 2 children earn house points for bringing in their library bags and Stage 3
students receive house points for their borrow ing efforts. But the best part of
borrowing is all the stories, information, emotions and enjoyment you get from READING!
This is the final reminder if you are in Year 5 or 6 and interested in
becoming a Library Monitor to help at second half lunchtime, the
completed Expression of Interest sheet is due to me before or by
this Friday, February 19th, 2021. Several students have already
turned theirs in, and we will work out a schedule as soon as we know who has gotten into
the different teams, lunchtime activities and/or dance groups.
Join us for some BOOK FACE FUN! We all know you can’t judge a book by
its cover, but you can be clever with the front and back covers in so many
ways with different camera angles, use of perspective and tapping into your
imagination. This photo is from The Ugliest Dog in the World by Bruce
Whatley – a great story about people’s descriptions of a pet with a message
that beauty is in the eye of the beholder. If you find a book that fits your
face or body, bring it to my attention and we’ll take a snap to include in the
newsletter. I know how creative you are, so check each week for some
Book Face Fun!
Happy Reading!
Mrs Ellen Swick
Teacher Librarian
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